National Event for DARFUR

The Gathering of Tents

National Mall, November 7– 9, 2008

Hundreds of activists groups including school children from 48 states will unite on the National Mall for three days of advocacy for the people of Darfur. In a unique convergence of advocacy and direct aid, these tents will be sent to Darfur to be used as classrooms for war-affected Darfuri children. 

Why

Genocide has been raging in Darfur for almost six years.  

The government of Sudan has paid and equipped a proxy militia, known as the Janjaweed, to force local inhabitants from their traditional lands.  

At least 400,000 civilians have died, tens of thousands of women and girls have been raped and more than 2.3 million Darfuris now live in 150deteriorating, poorly supplied camps throughout the region.

Peace negotiations have not been convened.  

Effective intervention has not materialized.

Who, What and Where

Americans of all ages, faiths and cultures are uniting around a unique symbol of hope:  decorated tents used for public education about the genocide. In a unique convergence of advocacy and direct aid, these tents will be sent to Darfur by DPDO for use as classrooms for war-affected Darfuri children.

The weekend-long event on the National Mall features a “city” of 300 painted tents, a vigil at the Sudanese Embassy, interfaith services, workshops for activists, a benefit concert, and a rally on the Mall.

For the complete information and program schedule: visit the event blog

Media queries: Susan@DarfurPeace.org  202-393-8150 (office) or 415-686-8819 (cell)

The event is co-sponsored by 

Tents of Hope www.TentsofHope.org

Darfur Peace and Development Organization www.DarfurPeace.org

Supporters: AmericanJewish World Service, Amnesty International, Change the World MiddleSchool Initiative, China Please, Christian Church, Christian ReformedWorld Relief, Church World Service, Eco-Cell, Dear Sudan, EnoughProject, Genocide Intervention Network, Genocide Watch, GlobalGrassroots, Global Ministries, Globe for Darfur, Investors AgainstGenocide, Lutheran World Relief, My Sister’s Keeper, National Councilof Churches in Christ in the USA,

 Physiciansfor Human Rights, Save Darfur, STAND, United Church of Christ, UnitedStates Holocaust Memorial Museum, Unitarian Universalist Association ofCongregations, Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.

_______________________________________________________________________

Vigil for Justice

When: Friday Nov 7  2pm -6:30pm

Where:  Sudanese Embassy  2210 Massachusetts Ave NW (near 22nd St)

The Sudanese community and Tents of Hope supporters will hold a publicvigil  that culminates in the delivery of a People’s Arrest Warrant for Sudan’s President Omer Al-Bashir, indicted by the International Criminal Court for genocide, crimes against humanity and murder. 

Abundant evidence from many sources confirms that the five-year genocide inDarfur has been planned and directed by the Sudan government led byPresident Bashir. It is the first time in history that a sitting President has been indicted for war crimes.

“It is time for President Bashir to pay for all of his crimes,” says Mohamed Elgadi, a survivor of Sudan’s infamous “ghost houses” of torture. 

“Justice is above us all,” states one Darfuri refugee.  “Without justice, there can be no peace…The international community must support justice and the ICC regarding Bashir.”

The VIGIL will feature:

•    The Human Cost:  a reading of the names of murdered civilians; accounts from survivors;

•    Villages Lost:  stories by Sudanese of attacks and destruction of home villages; signs with the names of the            villages lost;

•    Camps Attacked, Humanitarian Aid Harassed: accounts of attacks on displaced persons camps and a             reading of the list of aid workers murdered, “disappeared” and hijacked.

•     The Peace Process Obstructed: a reading of list of UN Security Council resolutions, ceasefireagreements,          and ICC directives ignored by the Bashir regime; a list ofthe indicted war criminals within the Sudanese                 government;

•    Delivery of Arrest Warrant for Bashir to Sudanese Ambassador to US 

Co-sponsored by Project Nur, the American Islamic Congress

Contact:  Mohamed ElGadi   215-870-7809    mohamedelgadi@yahoo.com

                Tragi Mustafa       905-317-4149    tragimustafa@yahoo.com

Key speakers are available for interviews before or during the vigil and weekend events.
