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More Than 1000 Still Unaccounted For in Tibet Lock-Down as Olympic Torch Approaches Region, Says Amnesty International 
--
Tibetan Artists Not Involved in Ongoing Protests are Targeted, Report Finds
(New York) -- As the Olympic torch relay travels to Tibetan regions of China in the coming days, more than 1000 Tibetans detained during protests in March remain unaccounted for, Amnesty International said today. The organization reported continuing violent crackdowns against protesters, including reports of detainees being beaten, tortured and deprived of proper medical care and adequate food. Amnesty International called on China to provide information about detained individuals and free access to Tibet by independent observers.

"Three months after the protests in Tibet, Chinese authorities have maintained a web of secrecy that only helps foster suspicion about what is happening to the detainees," said Curt Goering, senior deputy executive director of Amnesty International USA (AIUSA). "History has shown that all too often torture and other ill-treatment flourish in hidden environments -- and that's exactly what this is."

Official reports only provide information on a small number of those who have been sentenced after questionable trials, Amnesty International said in a 10-page report, People's Republic of China - Tibet: Access Denied. Chinese officials reported that 2566 individuals surrendered to authorities by April 9 in Lhasa and Gannan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture; 2198 were released, with the rest remaining in detention without formal charge. Another 1393 were detained by the government by April 9; of them, 411 were formally arrested, though charges have not been made public. Official information therefore leaves more than 1000 cases unaccounted for.

Protests in Tibet after March 10 turned violent and targeted ethnic Han Chinese individuals and businesses. Since March 14, when the Dalai Lama urged demonstrators to avoid violence, the protesters, often led by monks and nuns, are believed to have been mainly peaceful.

Foreign journalists are still blocked from entering Tibet. Reliable sources say police and security forces have confiscated mobile phones, computers and other communications equipment in hundreds of raids on monasteries, nunneries and private homes, physically preventing thousands from communication with the outside world. Those who dare to find ways of sending information to foreign media or human rights organizations regarding protests and arrests risk arrest and imprisonment.

"The 'Free and Open Olympics' promised by Beijing is quite a contrast to the reality of hundreds of people languishing in Chinese prisons for expressing their opinions," said T. Kumar, Asia advocacy director at AIUSA. "The Olympic torch relay should stand for something positive, yet here it is parading through a crisis zone."

Amnesty International USA urged President Bush to visit Tibet when he attends the Olympic Games in China in August, and to seek a commitment from the Chinese government to allow independent observers access to Tibet.

Chinese authorities have detained monks, nuns and other protesters, and targeted Tibetan artists who did not have any direct involvement in the on-going protests. All were involved in efforts to preserve Tibetan culture. Jamyang Kyi, a well-known singer, TV presenter and producer, was arrested on April 1 at the Qinghai TV station. She was held incommunicado for at least one month before, it is believed, she was placed under house arrest, and only after paying a significant fee.

The Olympic torch relay is travelling through China under great scrutiny and with journalists kept highly controlled in areas such as the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. The original schedule for the torch relay travelling through Tibet has been changed; it is now reported to be stopping in the region on Saturday, June 21.
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