80 Arrests in Turkish operation against Pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party BDP  
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More than 80 people related to the Independent Democracy Party, human rights defenders and members of NGOs have been arrested all over Turkey on 24 December. Diyarbakir Bar Association President Aktar warned that the operation can pave the way for conflict.

December 25, 2009

DIYARBAKIR, Kurdish Southeastern region of Turkey, — About 80 people have been arrested on 24 December. 9 Independent Democracy Party (BDP) mayors who came from recently closed pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party (DTP), Democratic Society Congress spokesman Hatip Dicle and also human rights defenders such as the Human Rights Association Vice President and Diyarbakir Branch President Muharrem Erbey were among the people taken into custody.                           [image: image1.jpg]



Turkey's Pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party, or BDP The 9 Pro-Kurdish Peace and Democracy Party (BDP) mayors and 35 members of NGOs and human rights organizations were brought to the Diyarbakır judiciary this morning (25 December).

BDP chairman Demir Çelik evaluated the operation as a reason for further tension in society. Çelik said, "I want to emphasize that the operations show a development that does not match what the process and the plans of the government".

The arrests were carried out in the scope of the "operation regarding town organizations of the PKK (militant Kurdistan Workers' Party) mostly in the pre-dominantly Kurdish south-eastern part of the country and also in Ankara, Istanbul and Izmir.

Diyarbakir Bar Association President Mehmet Emin Aktar spoke to bianet about the consequences of this operation:

The position of the government is not clear: The government does not study the process sufficiently. If they had studied the position of imprisoned PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan,www.ekurd.netthe PKK, the DTP MPs, the non-governmental organizations, the positions of DTP and BDP, we would not have come to this point.

Neutralizing legal areas is the wrong goal: Every operation regarding arrests and detentions deepens the Kurds' emotional grief. It is wrong to think that the Kurdish people will lose their armed powers once the legal areas are being emptied. By doing this they will remain in opposition with the young people who grew up during the clashes in the 1990s.

Paving the way to conflict: The people taken into custody can become a buffer for reconciliation efforts between the state and the people who grew up in the 1990s in the middle of clashes, people who would conciliate. Now this opportunity is wasted. I am afraid that emptying the legal areas will pave the way to conflict. But my concern is that this time the violence will be seen in the cities.

Since 1984 PKK took up arms for self-rule in the mainly Kurdish southeast of Turkey (Turkey-Kurdistan) which has claimed around 45,000 lives of Turkish soldiers and Kurdish PKK guerrillas. A large Turkey's Kurdish community openly sympathise with the Kurdish PKK rebels.

The government categorically rejects dialogue with a group it labels a terrorist organization and says it will not let up on the military campaign against the rebels. 

The PKK is considered a 'terrorist' organization by Ankara, U.S., the PKK continues to be on the blacklist list in EU despite court ruling which overturned a decision to place the Kurdish rebel group PKK and its political wing on the European Union's terror list.

"The Kurdish question cannot be resolved without recognizing the will of the Kurdish people and holding dialogue with its interlocutors," the group said.

The PKK has long called on Ankara to halt military operations and agree to negotiations for a solution, which it says should include official recognition of the country's Kurds in the constitution. 

The PKK demanded Turkey's recognition of the Kurds' identity in its constitution and of their language as a native language along with Turkish in the country's Kurdish areas,www.ekurd.net the party also demanded an end to ethnic discrimination in Turkish laws and constitution against Kurds, ranting them full political freedoms.

Turkey refuses to recognize its Kurdish population as a distinct minority. It has allowed some cultural rights such as limited broadcasts in the Kurdish language and private Kurdish language courses with the prodding of the European Union, but Kurdish politicians say the measures fall short of their expectations.

The European Union, which Turkey wants to join, has praised Erdogan's efforts to end the conflict. His so-called democratic initiative aims to expand cultural and political liberties to address decades of grievances from Kurds who say they have faced state-sanctioned discrimination and violence.

Since August, the Ankara government has been working on a plan to expand Kurdish freedoms in the hope of ending the PKK's deadly campaign.
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