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Lawyer Picked for U.S. War Crimes Post 

By MARLISE SIMONS
The White House has nominated Stephen Rapp, a well-known figure in international criminal law, to be ambassador at large for war crimes issues. The ambassador at large, who works for the State Department, coordinates American policy on a variety of legal issues, including the response to international courts and tribunals and to grave violations anywhere of international human rights law. The Obama administration, which has signaled its belief in a strong American role in upholding international law, is expected to give new weight to the office. Mr. Rapp, a former United States attorney from Iowa, has served at the United Nations tribunal dealing with the genocide in Rwanda and is the chief prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, which is trying former President Charles Taylor of Liberia. 
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