May 21, 2008

Mugabe Rival Urged to Return to Zimbabwe 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — Zimbabwe’s opposition leader should return home to lead his campaign for president, the United States ambassador to Zimbabwe said Tuesday.

The ambassador, James D. McGee, said he understood the opposition’s concerns that its leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, was the target of an assassination plot. But he said Zimbabweans who had been attacked for supporting him needed him in the country to lead them.

“There are a lot of people in Zimbabwe who have paid the ultimate price by voting for Morgan Tsvangirai,” Mr. McGee said, adding, “He should be back showing his people that he cares every bit as much for them as they do for him.”

Opposition supporters have been the targets of violence and intimidation aimed at ensuring that President Robert Mugabe wins a presidential runoff on June 27, opposition party officials, independent human rights groups and Mr. McGee contend.

Mr. Tsvangirai has been out of Zimbabwe since shortly after the first round of presidential voting on March 29. He plans to return to Zimbabwe from Johannesburg once security measures are in place, his aides have said. His spokesman could not be reached for comment on Tuesday. 

Mr. Tsvangirai canceled his return to Zimbabwe over the weekend because of fears of an assassination plot. On Tuesday, a government newspaper carried denials from ruling party officials that the military planned to kill him. 
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