UN to push for ban on arms sales to Zimbabwe
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An arms embargo will be part of new sanctions the UN will seek to impose on Zimbabwe this week to increase pressure on the Mugabe regime, Gordon Brown said today.

The measure, which would go beyond the previously known plans for financial sanctions aimed at the regime's leaders, would hit both Russian and Chinese arms exporters, as well as some private European dealers.

British officials acknowledge that it may take as long as a week to get agreement on the resolution, with doubt remaining over whether either Russia or China will use their veto at the UN security council resolution to block the move. 

However, the prime minister said the resolution would gain considerable, if not unanimous, support at the UN. Speaking at the end of the G8 summit in Japan, he said the ban would cover the direct supply of arms such as weapons, military vehicles and equipment. 

The prime minister praised his G8 colleagues for backing measures to isolate what he described as the criminal cabal running Zimbabwe. 

The resolution will also call for a worldwide freezing of the assets of 14 leaders of the Zimbabwe regime, including Robert Mugabe, as well as a worldwide travel ban on the same named individuals.

Brown said: "With this resolution, there should be no safe haven and no hiding place for the criminal cabal that now make up the Mugabe regime." 

British intelligence believes members of the Mugabe regime have transferred assets to Switzerland, which is currently outside the EU sanctions regime.

Brown said: "This is an illegitimate regime with blood on its hands. We do not consider the election as either free or fair. The benefit of this resolution is, the whole of the international community will be freezing their assets, wherever they are held, and will prohibit the 14 named leaders from travelling anywhere in the world."

Russian diplomats in New York have been reported as saying the sanctions regime proposed in the resolution is excessive and infringes national sovereignty.

But Brown is pointing to the decision of the Russian president, Dmitry Medvedev, at the G8 to agree a statement backing financial measures against named individuals in Zimbabwe. (The G8 statement made no mention of an arms embargo.)

He also defended the idea of a UN-appointed envoy to act as a mediator alongside South Africa, another proposal in the resolution. 

Brown said: "We have to make it clear that the international community must know from someone representing the international community on the ground about the beatings, the deaths, the intimidation, the violence, the suppression of dissent, the arrest of political prisoners - all that has got be known to the world. "
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