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Zimbabwe: Negotiations Begin Between Rival Parties 

By REUTERS

Senior negotiators from Zimbabwe’s ruling ZANU-PF party and main opposition party, the Movement for Democratic Change, began talks in South Africa, a spokesman for the South African president, Thabo Mbeki, said. Two senior opposition officials and two Zimbabwean cabinet ministers were leading the negotiating teams, the spokesman, Mukoni Ratshitanga, said. Preliminary talks began Tuesday after Mr. Mbeki secured a framework deal between Zimbabwe’s president, Robert Mugabe, and the opposition leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, on Monday for talks to end the deadlock over Mr. Mugabe’s re-election on June 27 in a vote the opposition boycotted because of violence. 
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