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Zimbabwe: Court’s Land Ruling Defied 

By BARRY BEARAK
The government has rejected a ruling by an African regional court that ordered the return of land confiscated from 78 white farmers, the state-run newspaper The Herald said. Didymus Mutasa, the minister in charge of land reform, was quoted as saying that a tribunal empowered by the 15-nation Southern African Development Community was “daydreaming” if it thought the government would comply. That was a cold splash of reality for farmers who had been rejoicing since Friday’s judgment. President Robert Mugabe’s government seized the land of 4,600 farmers in the past decade, creating upheaval that most analysts say sent Zimbabwe’s economy into the free fall it suffers today. 
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