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The Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum has taken Zimbabwe's government to the SADC Tribunal in Namibia, for breaching the SADC Treaty.

Last year the forum filed the case against the government, on behalf of twelve of its clients, all victims of violence and torture at the hands of state agents, including the police and the army. The forum filed the
case after the government failed to comply with court orders instructing it to make financial compensations to the victims.

The government is now being brought before the SADC Tribunal for the lack of effective domestic remedies for victims of violence and torture, and therefore breaching the obligations the government is bound to respect as signatories of the SADC Treaty. The protocols of the treaty that the NGO forum says government has breached include the obligations "to act in accordance with human rights, democracy and the rule of law" and "to adopt adequate measures to promote the achievement of the objectives of SADC and refrain from taking measures which jeopardise these."

The case was set down for hearing at the Tribunal Seat in Namibia on Wednesday. But there are serious doubts over whether the Tribunal's ruling will make any difference to the ongoing breaches of SADC protocol still continuing in Zimbabwe. If the Tribunal rules against the government in this new case, it is highly unlikely the government, still in the firm grasp of Robert Mugabe, will respect the ruling in any way.
There have been repeated violations of the Global Political Agreement that SADC leaders endorsed, including ongoing violence, unlawful arrests and other human rights abuses; violations that have seen a deafening silence emit from the regional body.

At the same time, last year's SADC Tribunal ruling in favour of more than 70 Zimbabwean commercial farmers, which was set to protect them from state sponsored land invasions, is being knowingly and willfully ignored. The farmers included in the landmark case have all come under recent attack amid the fresh wave of farm invasions that have forced many farmers into hiding. Again, SADC has remained silent on these clear violations of its own rulings and protocols.
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