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Wiesenthal Center to Ecuador Foreign Minister: “Declare Dictator Mugabe Persona Non Grata and Investigate His Host, Whose Record Reportedly Includes Links to Terrorism” 

  

  

The Simon Wiesenthal Center expressed indignation at the planned visit to Quito – following the UN General Assembly in New York - of Zimbabwe dictador Robert Mugabe, to receive a Doctorate Honoris Causa in Civil Law from Bishop Walter Crespo Guarderas, self-declared head of “the Anglican Province of Ecuador”. 

  

Crespo has been linked with former Bishop of Harare, Dr. Nolbert Kunonga’s “Anglican Province of Zimbabwe, and was charged, in 2001, with allegedly supplying arms to the FARC terrorist movement of Colombia . 

  

In a letter to Ecuador ’s Foreign Minister, Ricardo Patiño, Dr. Shimon Samuels (Wiesenthal Center Director for International Relations) and Sergio Widder (Director for Latin America) noted that “Mugab’s dictatorship has, for over three decades, set a record in human rights violations… his troops’ massacre of over 20,000 Matabele, in 1983-84, has been denounced as genocide and documented by te African Union”, adding, “Mr. Minister, lead the way in declaring this tyrant persona non grata throughout the Americas”. 

  

“Investigate Mugabe’s host, Reverend Walter Crespo, for reported links with Zimbabwe ’s oppressive system and publicly condemn this honorary doctorate award initiative”, urged Samuels. 

  

“Mugabe’s presence in Ecuador would offend human rights victims and whitewash such abuses in Latin America ”, added Widder. 

  

For further information contact Shimon Samuels at +336 09770158, or Sergio Widder at +54911 4425-1306. 
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