Nkomo statue to be dismantled
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Harare - Public anger over a decision to allow a North Korean firm to make a statue of a Zimbabwean freedom fighter resulted in government plans to take it down before its unveiling, according to reports on Thursday.  The three metre bronze statue of Joshua Nkomo had been under threat by the family of the deceased leader of the Ndebele ethnic group.   They had vowed to tear it down, angered that the Zimbabwean subsidiary of a North Korean company had created it.  In the mid-1980s, North Korean military instructors, invited by President Robert Mugabe, trained a brigade that went on to kill thousands of Ndebele citizens during a low-intensity insurgency.  "It was highly insensitive of the government to have hired the North Koreans to produce the statue without consulting Nkomo's family or the people of Matabeleland," said political analyst Grace Mutandwa.   "Let's just say the North Koreans are not the Ndebele's favourite people."  Dismantle  After its completion, the statue remained covered by a black cloth on a plinth until Zimbabwean Home Affairs Minister Kembo Mohadi removed the shroud on Wednesday, announcing plans to dismantle it "with immediate effect".  Originally, Mugabe had planned to participate in a public unveiling of the statue.  In the 1960s, Nkomo became the first national leader of the fight by blacks against the white minority government of Ian Smith.   He led a rival faction to Mugabe's in the 1970s before independence in 1980 and Mugabe's election as prime minister.  Shortly after, Mugabe accused Nkomo and his ZAPU party of being behind an insurgency and launched a crackdown in western Zimbabwe, in which thousands of civilians were killed or disappeared.   Nkomo died of prostate cancer in 1999, aged 82.  This is not the first time this year the Ndebele have protested over North Korea's relations with Zimbabwe.  The North Korean national football team had been due to train in Bulawayo before the World Cup in neighbouring South Africa in June and July, but the visit was called off after Ndebele groups vowed to disrupt their training.
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