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A banner for the opposition presidential candidate Morgan Tsvangirai above a party office in Harare, Zimbabwe, on Thursday. 

JOHANNESBURG — Zimbabwe’s main opposition party decided Thursday that its presidential candidate, Morgan Tsvangirai, would not take part in a runoff because it determined he had won the disputed election outright, its secretary general said at a news conference here.

After waiting 12 days for an official announcement of the outcome of Zimbabwe’s presidential election, Tendai Biti, the opposition’s secretary general, accused the governing party, led by President Robert Mugabe, of carrying out “a constitutional coup d’état.” Independent monitors say Mr. Tsvangirai won the vote, though probably not by enough to avoid a runoff.

It was unclear whether the opposition’s rejection of a runoff was a pressure tactic or a final position. The party, known as the Movement for Democratic Change, has switched its position on the matter before, at first saying it would trounce Mr. Mugabe in a runoff, then backing off and saying it was reluctant to take part in one. But it had previously stopped short of refusing to participate. 

With evidence accumulating that youth militias organized by Mr. Mugabe’s party are moving through rural areas, beating up opposition supporters and threatening worse, Mr. Biti said heads of state from southern Africa must tell Mr. Mugabe to step aside when they meet Saturday to consider Zimbabwe’s crisis.

“This is the endgame of the endgame,” Mr. Biti said. “Checkmate already happened on the 29th of March.” 

But Mr. Mugabe, who has governed, often ruthlessly, for 28 years, is likely to have a few moves left. A spokesman for the government told news agencies in Harare, the capital, that Mr. Mugabe would attend Saturday’s meeting in Lusaka, Zambia. Mr. Mugabe has often rallied support among African leaders in the past with angry denunciations of meddling Western nations. 

Nor has he accepted defeat. His party has demanded a recount of the vote, even though no results have been officially announced yet. And while the party, known as ZANU-PF, lost control of Parliament in last month’s elections, it said Thursday in The Herald, the state-run newspaper, that it was now contesting the results in 21 seats in Parliament’s lower house. That would be enough to swing the parliamentary majority back to ZANU-PF.

Beyond that, the police have arrested eight election officials on charges of fraud in vote counting. The opposition and trade union groups say the arrests appear to be a bald attempt to intimidate the country’s electoral commission to rig the vote in a recount.

The government acted severely against some of the election officials involved in counting the more than 2 million votes cast. The Herald reported, for example, that the police had arrested a primary school headmaster, Shadreck Mufute, 47, “on allegations of depriving President Mugabe of 10 votes, which he allegedly gave to Morgan Tsvangirai in the presidential race.”

The state opposed giving Mr. Mufute bail. The magistrate granted him bail of $600 million in Zimbabwean currency — only about $14 on the black market — but required that he report to a police base every Friday from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. According to The Herald, Mr. Mufute’s lawyers denied the authenticity of the document that was the basis of the charge and said he had neither prepared nor signed it.

The opposition says it has obtained a leaked copy of a military plan to deploy 200 senior officers of the armed forces to coordinate a campaign of intimidation against its supporters. Luke Tamborinyoka, director of information for the Movement for Democratic Change, estimated that 600 people had been arrested or beaten up so far.

With the country in an economic meltdown, facing 80 percent unemployment and out-of-control inflation, the people who staff the machinery of the state have been “leaking like a sieve,” Mr. Tamborinyoka said, tipping off the party to raids and various acts of skulduggery.

The opposition’s assertions of violence and harassment appeared to be bolstered Thursday by Amnesty International when it announced that it had “information about widespread incidents of post-election violence, suggesting the existence of coordinated retribution against known and suspected opposition supporters.”

The organization said the violence was not limited to Harare but had also occurred in four other provinces. “Victims of political violence have been pulled from buses and assaulted at their homes in rural areas, townships and farms,” it said. 

Soldiers were involved in some of the assaults, Amnesty reported, citing local human rights groups. Victims said they had been accused of “not voting correctly.” 

Accounts from individuals seemed to corroborate a pattern of harassment and intimidation, a tactic used by the government in past campaigns to suppress the opposition and scare voters. One man who had fled to Bulawayo, Zimbabwe’s second largest city, described being seized in his hometown by a group of men who accused him of voting for Mr. Tsvangirai.

“I said it is not a crime to vote for anyone,” said the man, speaking anonymously for fear of retribution. 

“Then they said that they will kill me,” he continued. “They said, ‘Everyone who voted for Morgan Tsvangirai. We will deal with them.’ They had my hands behind my back. Then when I tried to run away, some other guys came, so they hit me, hit me, till I managed to flee.”

The opposition contends that such violence will sway a runoff, a sentiment with which the man agreed. “No one is going to vote,” he said. “These guys mean business. If you see a grown-up person running away, it’s not a joke.” 

In an interview with Time magazine, Mr. Tsvangirai seemed to echo these concerns, saying that Mr. Mugabe was carrying out a “de facto military coup,” but that he would be ousted with the help of other African countries.

“We’ll manage to get Mugabe out,” he said. “Mugabe is being deserted.”
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